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Oregon’s approach: a vision for materials management
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2050 
vision

foundational 
efforts

policies and 
regulations

collaboration 
and 

partnership

education 
and 

information
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Regulatory Structure

States Actions

Focusing on PFAS
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-Ingredients and Packaging
-Chemicals, Metals & Pesticides in Foods
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Federal Department of Health and Human Services 
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Individual State Health 
Agencies 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

State Environmental & 
Natural Resource Agencies 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

State Environmental & 
Natural Resource Agencies 

Land Quality Rules
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regulating pollutants

Source: Colorado State University
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Chemical by chemical 
approach

Decades to study, 
develop criteria, permits

Focused on controls, not 
prevention or elimination 
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pollutants contained in materials  

Source: Green Policy Institute 
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• Foam released at 
a specific, 
trackable point in 
time

• Broad definition 
of “pollutant”

• Support from fire 
fighters
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materials are not equal
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Prioritized
•Drinking water
• Funding Research 
•Clean up standards
•How to dispose of materials 

with PFAS

PFAS Action Plans
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focus on known pathways
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States Actions
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Washington

California

Nevada

Minnesota

Wisconsin

Illinois (not PFAS)

Maine

Vermont

Connecticut

Delaware

Maryland, 

Washington DC

17Source: Safer States
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Arizona

Connecticut 

Iowa

Hawaii 

Maine

Massachusetts

Minnesota

New Hampshire

New York

New Jersey 

Rhode Island

Virginia

Vermont

Wisconsin

Source: Safer States
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7.6 million people

Identity connected to “the Sound” waterbody

Liberal

Innovative culture (agriculture & technology)

Orca story

3.18 million people

Farming, prairie

Conservative, agricultural culture

Manufacturing, biotechnology, finance and 
government services

Drinking water 

19

state case studies
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purchasing & executive orders
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collaborations with numerous stakeholders

Source: Safer Chemicals Health Families
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individual behavior
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Lisa Cox, Sr. Toxics Reduction Analyst
cox.lisa@deq.state.or.us 

Thank you

join me for the small group discussion

thank you!

mailto:cox.lisa@deq.state.or.us
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I am only one

But I am one. 

I cannot do 

everything 

But I can do 

something…

And I will not 

let

What I cannot 

do

Interfere with 

what I can do.

-Edward Everett Hale


