
Bundesministerin Steffi Lemke 
Bundesministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz, nukleare Sicherheit und Verbraucherschutz 
Stresemannstrasse 128-130 
10117 Berlin 
 
Bundesminister Cem Őzdemir 
Bundesministerium für Ernährung und Landwirtscha� 
Wilhelmstrasse 54 
10117 Berlin 
         27 November 2023 

Dear Minister Steffi Lemke and Minister Cem Őzdemir, 

Open leter regarding the recent handling of bisphenols by German regulatory agencies 

As scien�sts ac�vely engaged in researching the health effects of chemical exposures, we are wri�ng 
to express our concerns about the recent handling of bisphenol A and other bisphenols by German 
regulatory authori�es. 

Bisphenol A is one of the most extensively studied chemicals and its toxicity is well described. All the 
evidence required to restrict the use of these chemicals according to the European chemical 
regula�on REACH is available, yet the German authori�es have recently withdrawn their REACH 
restric�on proposal. 

Current human exposures to bisphenol A in the European Union (EU) are 100- to 1000-fold higher 
than the new bisphenol A health-based guidance value derived by the European Food Safety 
Authority (EFSA) (1, 2). On an EU-wide scale therefore, human exposures to bisphenol A cannot be 
regarded as safe. The same applies to wildlife exposures. Exis�ng EU-wide and na�onal measures to 
ensure safe use of bisphenol A and other bisphenols have failed. To protect humans and wildlife from 
these chemicals, EU-wide restric�ons are now urgently required, yet Germany is backing away from 
measures that would achieve beter protec�on of humans and wildlife in the EU. 

Paradoxically, the recently withdrawn German REACH restric�on proposal only considered hazards of 
bisphenols to wildlife but ignored adverse health effects in humans. 

In addi�on, the German Federal Ins�tute for Risk Assessment (Bundesins�tut für Risikobewertung, 
BfR) has recently provoked a dispute with EFSA in which they refused to recognize immunotoxic 
effects of bisphenol A as the basis for risk assessment. This has culminated in the publica�on of an 
alterna�ve “safe” bisphenol A regulatory threshold, 1000-�mes higher than the EFSA value, based on 
bisphenol A hazards to semen quality. Astonishingly, the BfR claims that their alterna�ve value also 
protects against all other human health risks, including immunotoxicity (3). In our opinion, the 
scien�fic weight of evidence strongly supports EFSA’s value (4). 

The bisphenol A hazard assessment procedure adopted by BfR consistently erred on the side of 
disregarding evidence that could have supported lower regulatory values. Because of this strong bias, 
the BfR proposal for “safe” bisphenol A exposures comes close to doses shown to produce effects on 
semen quality in animal studies and in human studies (5). This procedure violates interna�onally 
accepted standards of hazard characteriza�on. 

Even if declines in semen quality were accepted as a basis for defining safe bisphenol A exposures, 
far lower values than proposed by BfR are required. To a large degree, the posi�on adopted by the 
BfR in its dispute with EFSA therefore misses the point. Whether bisphenol A’s immunotoxicity, or its 



effects on semen quality are regarded as cri�cal for deriving regulatory thresholds, is irrelevant. In 
both cases, current EU-wide human exposures are far in excess of levels that can be regarded as safe. 

We are concerned that BfR’s ac�ons seriously undermine efforts to ensure the safety of humans and 
wildlife. Equally problema�c is BfR’s refusal to accept human biomonitoring as a valid method for 
establishing the extent of exposures to bisphenols. In this, and in the posi�on taken in the hazard 
assessment of bisphenol A, the BfR is failing in its mandate to provide independent and sound 
scien�fic advice for the protec�on of ci�zens from chemical risks. 

As the Ministers responsible for protec�ng humans and wildlife from chemical harm, we call on you 
to direct the German authori�es to re-submit the REACH restric�on proposal for bisphenols as a 
mater of urgency. The re-submission must be strengthened by also considering harms to human 
health. The over-arching aim must be to minimize bisphenol exposures to humans and the 
environment. A recent analysis has shown that restric�ng bisphenol exposures will reap 
dispropor�onately high rewards in protec�ng against risks to male reproduc�ve health (6). 

We also call on you to promote a fast European Commission decision on restric�ng bisphenols in 
food contact materials. 

In the face of delays to regulatory ac�on for bisphenols and other endocrine disrup�ng chemicals at 
the EU level, we regard the recent publica�on of the German Government’s Five-Point-Plan for the 
protec�on against endocrine disruptors as a step in the right direc�on. We hope that the 
implementa�on of this Plan will match, or beter, surpass similar efforts in France or Belgium. We 
have no doubt that this would give a posi�ve signal for strengthening beter health protec�on at the 
EU level. 

Yours sincerely, on behalf of all 56 signatories 

 

Professor Dr Andreas Kortenkamp, Brunel University London, Centre for Pollu�on Research and 
Policy, College of Health, Medicine and Life Sciences, Kingston Lane, Uxbridge UB8 3PH, United 
Kingdom, andreas.kortenkamp@brunel.ac.uk 

 

Dr Anna-Maria Andersson, Copenhagen University Hospital - Rigshospitalet, Copenhagen, Denmark 

Professor Dr Michael Antoniou, Kings College London, London, United Kingdom 

Professor Dr Scot Belcher, North Carolina State University, Raleigh, North Carolina, USA 

Professor Dr Ake Bergman, Orebro University, Orebro, Sweden 

Dr Ramji K Bhandari, University of Missouri-Columbia, Columbia, USA 

Professor Dr Bruce Blumberg, University of California Irvine, Irvine, California, USA 

Dr Linda Birnbaum, Scien�st Emeritus and Former Director, Na�onal Ins�tute of Environmental 
Health Sciences and Na�onal Toxicology Program, Scholar in Residence, Duke University, Durham, 
North Carolina, USA 

Dr Aly Cohen, Academy of Integra�ve Health and Medicine, Princeton, USA 
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Professor Dr Terrence Collins, Teresa Heinz Professor of Green Chemistry, Director, Ins�tute for 
Green Science, Carnegie Mellon University, Philadelphia, USA 

Professor Dr Barbara Demeneix, Musee Na�onal du Histoire Naturelle, Paris, France 

Professor Dr Mariana Fernandez, School of Medicine, University of Granada, Granada, Spain 

Dr Anne Marie Fine, Environmental Medicine Educa�on Interna�onal, LLC, Newport Beach, 
California, USA 

Professor Dr Jodi Flaws, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, Chicago, USA 

Dr Hanne Frederiksen, Copenhagen University Hospital - Rigshospitalet, Copenhagen, Denmark 

Mr David Gee, formerly Senior Scien�st European Environment Agency, and visi�ng fellow, Centre 
for ollu�on Research and Policy, Brunel University London, London, United Kingdom 

Dr William H Goodson III, San Francisco, California, USA 

Professor Dr Andrea Gore, The University of Texas at Aus�n, Aus�n, Texas, USA 

Professor Dr Ulla Hass, Emerita, Na�onal Food Ins�tute, Denmarks Technical University, 
Copenhagen, Denmark 

Dr Jerrold Heindel, HEEDS Programme Director, Durham, North Carolina, USA 

Professor Dr Patricia Hunt, Washington State University, Pullman, Washington, USA 

Dr Eleni Iacovidou, Brunel University London, Centre for Pollu�on Research and Policy, Uxbridge, 
London, United Kingdom 

Professor Dr Taisen Iguchi, Yokohama City University, Yokohama, Japan 

Professor Dr Susan Jobling, Brunel University London, Centre for Pollu�on Research and Policy, 
Uxbridge, London, United Kingdom 

Dr Christopher D Kasso�s, Wayne State University, Detroit, USA 

Professor Dr Josef Köhrle, Seniorprofessor, Charité Universitätsmedizin Berlin, Berlin, Germany 

Professor Dr Tina Kold-Jensen, Department of Public Health, University of Southern Denmark, 
Odense, Denmark 

Professor Dr Juliete Legler, Utrecht University, Utrecht, The Netherlands 

Dr Olwenn Martin, Department of Arts and Science, University College London, London, United 
Kingdom 

Dr Robin Mesnage, Kings College London, London, United Kingdom 

Dr Jane Muncke, Food Packaging Forum Founda�on, Zurich, Switzerland 

Dr J Peterson Myers, Environmental Health Sciences and Carnegie Mellon University, Philadelphia, 
USA 

Professor Dr Angel Nadal, Miguel Hernandez University of Elche, Elche, Spain 

Dr Retha Newbold, Na�onal Ins�tute of Environmental Health Sciences, Durham, USA 

Professor Dr Jörg Oehlmann, Goethe University Frankfurt, Frankfurt am Main, Germany 

Professor Dr Nicolas Olea, School of Medicine, University of Granada, Granada, Spain 



Professor Dr Vasantha Padmanabhan, Professor emerita (in service), University of Michigan Medical 
School, Ann Arbour, Michigan, USA 

Professor Dr Paola Palanza, Department of Medicine and Surgery, University of Parma, Parma, Italy 

Professor Dr Stefano Parmigiani, University of Parma, Parma, Italy 

Professor Dr Gail Prins, University of Illinois, Chicago, USA 

Dr Lærke Priskorn, Copenhagen University Hospital - Rigshospitalet, Copenhagen, Denmark 

Professor Dr Chris�na Rudén, Department of Environmental Sciences, Stockholm University, 
Stockholm, Sweden 

Mr Mar�n Scholze, Brunel University London, Centre for Pollu�on Research and Policy, Uxbridge, 
London, United Kingdom 

Dr Michael Schümann, Hamburg, Germany 

Professor Dr Niels Skakkebæk, Copenhagen University Hospital - Rigshospitalet, Copenhagen, 
Denmark 

Dr Rémy Slama, Inserm (Na�onal ins�tute of Health and Medical Research), Senior Inves�gator, 
Grenoble, France 

Professor Dr Carlos Sonnenschein, Tu�s University, Boston, USA 

Professor Dr Ana Soto, Tu�s University, Boston, USA 

Professor Dr Shanna Swan, Icahn School of Medicine, Mount Sinai, New York, USA 

Dr Julia A Taylor, University of Missouri-Columbia, Columbia, Missouri, USA 

Professor Dr Pierre-Louis Toutain, Royal Veterinary College, London, United Kingdom 

Professor Dr Laura N Vandenberg, University of Massachusets Amherst, Amherst, Massachusets, 
USA 

Professor Dr Frederick S vom Saal, University of Missouri-Columbia, Columbia, USA 

Professor Dr Mar�ne Vrijheid, Barcelona Ins�tute for Global Health, Barcelona, Spain 

Dr Wade V Welshons, University of Missouri-Columbia, Columbia, USA 

Professor Dr R Thomas Zoeller, University of Massachusets Amherst, Amherst, USA 
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